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Coiner y S Mint 


near sir 


I beg to say to you--that the old Bal ance now.at our Fac 
tory has been carefully examined in all its parts--~-~and we find 
it to be entirely worn out---every part and parcell is used up” 
not a singel screw thread is in tact----and no repairs can be made 
to it--that would be:of any service whatever--~these facts were 
“eported to Gol Snowden same weeks ago--and He directed that the 
ratter be left in abeyance for the time-~~-the Balance was never 
designed or intended to do the heavy work--that your office now 
demands of it---the knives are much too short-~ and the bea and 
excentric too light to stand the heavy strainmade nescessary by 
the large silver coinage of late years------ the pal ance in question 
was conetructed after special designs in 1847 and is one of the 
very oldest in the Mint service-—-it cost at that time $1800-- and 
has been in constant use ever since-----a new nal ance to take its 


place Was b&en contanplated for several years----we beg to add that 
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we will be pl eased to construct a new "al ance of improved construct 
ion-- but very much stronger-- and after, the same design-~for 
$16ee,00 ( Sixteen mundered ) and we will allow for the old ;aterb 
ial cee at our actory $75-<——<we will also relive you of the pal ance 
you now have in useg-and allow you $400-— for it----making the 
cash difference for, the new Balance $1125-~ 

It will require three months to construct phe new ,alance-~ and A 
thé order is given tow-we will guarantee to have it in position 


by ‘yany 1st rext t= 


very wespectfull Youts 
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[Letter One:] 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Coiner’s Department, 
September 22, 1885 


Sir, 


I have the honor to enclose a letter from Mr. H. Troemner relative to an old Balance 
belonging to the Mint, left at his factory for inspection, as to whether it was worth rebuilding &c. 


This Balance was formerly at the southern end of the coining room, and was replaced 
some 4 years ago by the one now in use, and sent to Mr. T. for the purpose he states. 


The present Balance occupying the place of the old one has been in constant use for the 
past 4 years in weighing the large amount of silver bullion necessary to produce the large 
coinage required of this Mint and time has demonstrated that it is too light in construction to 
correctly weigh the heavy amount of work required of it, Mr. Troemner, as you will observe, 
proposes to purchase both of the balances referred to, at figures which he gives, and for an 
additional sum which he names will furnish an entire new balance in the coining room, that will 
not only accurately perform the work required, but could be used to do the work falling upon the 
large Transfer Balance, in case of accident to it. 


Very Respectfully, 
Your Obedient Servant 
W.S. Steel 

Coiner. 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox, 
Superintendent. 
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[Letter Two:] 


Henry Troemner, 

Manufacturer of Standard Scales & Weights 
Philadelphia, 

August 21, 1885 


W.S. Steel Esq. 
Coiner U.S. Mint 


Dear Sir 


I beg to say to you — that the old Balance now at our Factory has been carefully examined 
in all its parts --- and we find it to be entirely worn out --- every part and parcel is used up not a 
single screw thread is in tact --- and no repairs can be made to it --- that would be of any service 
whatever --- these facts were reported to Col. Snowden some weeks ago — and he directed that 
the matter be left in abeyance for the time --- the Balance was never designed or intended to do 
the heavy work — that your office now demands of it --- the knives are much too short — and the 
beam and excentric too light to stand the heavy strain made necessary by the large silver coinage 
of late years ---- the Balance in question was constructed after special designed in 1847 and is 
one of the very oldest in the Mint Service — it cost at that time $1800 — and has been inconstant 
use ever since ---- a new Balance to take its place has been contemplated for several years ---- we 
beg to add that we will be please to construct a new balance of improved construction — but very 
much stronger — and after the same design — for $1600.00 (Sixteen hundred) and we will allow 
for the old material now at our factory $75 — we will also relive you of the Balance you now 
have in use — and allow you $400 — for it --- making the cash difference for, the new Balance 
$1125— 


It will require three months to construct the new Balance — and if the order is given now — 
we will guarantee to have it in position by Jany. Ist next: - 


Very respectfully Yours 
Henry Troemner 


